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information, where the packet includes the information and an identifier
for the source of the packet or the destination of the packet. Because of
the ubiquitous nature of the Internet, reliable, continuous
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amount of time exceeds a certain number of seconds, for example, a
few minutes, then the connection is considered to be over. These
systems, however, are unreliable because the user may not know of
the loss of the network connection. Another prior art system uses a
packet sniffer to monitor network traffic and detect a loss of a network
connection. The packet sniffer is a program or device that monitors
network traffic and records information related to the packet traffic and
identifies the sending and receiving end-points. The information that the
packet sniffer records may be compared with information provided by a
central network controller. In this manner, the central network controller
identifies the loss of the network connection
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