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known, cliff empire.The Padres have received a considerable amount of flak for allowing the
team to retain first baseman Yonder Alonso in December 2013 after he’d been traded to the
Orioles. Now, several sources have alleged that Padres manager Bud Black gave up on the
off-the-field progress of Alonso after an August 2013 incident at a golf course involving a

female companion. This incident, while minor at worst, would have been enough to drive a
wedge in the relationship between the two parties, and Alonso made no effort to repair the
damage to what was, at the time, a blossoming relationship. At one point in August 2013,
Black was working with former Padres manager Bud Black to get Alonso in the door as a

potential contributor at first base. They reached out to Albert Huberfeld, Alonso’s agent at
the time. Black and Huberfeld had worked together previously, and both wanted to add the

power-hitting first baseman. At the time, Black was one of the teams that contacted Alonso’s
agent, Huberfeld, about the former first-round pick, he told Jon Heyman of CBS Sports.

“We’re always open to talking to players. Especially on the offensive side of the field,” Black
said. “He’s a nice kid. We were able to bridge that gap a little bit. This is just an example of

we’re always interested in talking to guys.” Alonso’s budding relationship with Padres
manager Bud Black could not have been more unlikely. A summer that saw him win the

American League Rookie of the Year Award, be recognized as a
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